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ARAB AMERICAN I^SID&NTiAt SSMS^^^ IN PATTERNS 



tBsbt^ttC^al^atte^^ European white ethnics 

been tei^ a city^S historic center • A consideae- 



able bd<i||||l^^«rM6?e;^^^ European inmiigrant commiilnities ,, 

(eigii ^fi^^l^^anaeclci^ I920v 1958l Gans, 1962; Hahdli^ 
Glazet and::M6 1964;/Whyte, 1943; Goijidsteiri and 

GolSscheider , 1968) ; Si0i:^^ have heen reported^ an\png Asian 

^cbnnnunities (e.g., Kim, :a97 tyman^ 1974 ; Petersen, 1971). 

Other invest igatb'r^: have t;*r it teri'^fibo^, black and^ Hispanic ne ighborhood 

■- - - -^^^l-^' ■ -4-'- . ■ ■ 

communities .(e..g > ^ 'Pirilctiey , 1969 ; B3,llin^ley , 19^ ; . Willie , 1976 ; 
tewisi 1965; Fitzpatrick, 197 1 ; Rodriguez,' 1977) . eac^ k^^^ 
the ethnic ot racial community was easily defined within part 
boundaries.'., , v-".' ■ ' 

An annual average of 15;ddb Arab ijnmigrants :have bteen s^tfcJling iffiS-^ > 



' American cities sihce 1976, ac^rding to the Office /of Immigration. ^nd 
NaturaijLzat ion Services. Little "ii kriOTO about them, however , part 1^. 
because otjly limited statistics are kept . . For instance, the 19S0 , ^ 
census-taking oh Ij^ did a rattdbm sainpl4.hg in cjjw-es of 100^000 or more 
about Arab Americans. State offices base their data; on census input, 
arid while. the^Sd Census Summary 'Tapes released in 1982 ^contain , 
iriformatidri about whites, blacks, and Hispanics as well as other 
summary data> specific irifbrmatibri about Arab Americans is not 
accessible by th^se means. 

A few sQcial scientists have studies Arab immigrant cbmmuriities 
(Agocs, 1981; Sengstock, *1977; Ansari, 1977; Elkholy, 1976; Kayal and 
Kayal, 1975; Aswad^ 1974)%, While these studies have offered some 



r valuable insights » mtiih remains uhkhbwri abbut tHe dyriaidics of Jirab^ * - ■ 
immigrant commanities in the eastern United States * Fpr example >^ ^t^ 
federal government identifies 40, QQQ Arab Americans as living in New 
Jerseys. Yet very few ^well-^^finsj^ 
'recognized. Moreover^ the federal gdvernirlent includes under the 
rubric of "Arab" such hbh~Arab peoples as Arinenians^ prid Iranians ^ who 
neither view themselvefe as Arabs nbr db the Arabs themselves i 
; / Field investigation 

Lacking both specific official data and thfe p^esetide of a 
clearly visible Arab American coim to investigate even though 

the federal gbvernmeht reported over 10,000 Arab^ either fbreigh-bbrh 
br bf fbreign stbck^living in the Patersori metrbpblitah area this 
investigator set but'tb find theSi Utilizing "a team bf six trained 
field workers, we launched a three-mont^ investigation. Approaching 
first our known contacts and proprietfer^-^;??! t^^ visible Arab 

establishments in the area, we were abl^e—rthrough snowball samplings- 
to identify 2,028 Arab families living in the metrdpolitari area and 
tb interview all^ members\6f 286 families. - 

Our preliminary findings abbut their h^tibhalities , religibns , 
socioeconomic status^ cbhesiveness^ intergroup tensions^ ^nd 
assimilation difficulties, were reported in a paper to the UAA last 
.year in Flint. At that time discussant Joe T.Darden suggested one 
. direction for further, researcdi might be through utilization bf the . 
index bf dissimilarity (discussed later). This paper fbllbws that 
suggestion, as well as Dr. ,Dardeh*s own research framework oh 
.residevitial segregation of American Indians in Michigan. Our fbcus 
; .^will be: on, 4^ab American residential segregation. 



-Ecolbgical T^^ 



-;f' 



the ecoiogtcaf a pproach ta residiential segr e g ation tends g o^ K 




; conceptualizeivit ag^ a particuiar group to certain 

' :Spatiai'^cdhs^r^^^^^^^ withirtN the urban envirpniiient i implicit in tias ^ 
r theoretlc^^ three factors-t t^ of 'stilipi^vand 

detiiand in an open market le^ 4^t by ^)Si||l:5^ to. 

; pay, and flte gfoup's statU^^^ ability td ccppete 

' for ;4v^ilable housing (H^ ' : ^ ' / 

• ' Literature inTthe field is ' incpnsist^n . 

between , ethnic segregation ;^nd sdcidecbnbinic status ^ of g3;oup2 A ^■ 
number of studies have found significant bo 
segregation a5d socioeccmomic status (0a^^^ 

•Duncan and Eietergon, 1959;. Gi^st, and^Weed ^ ; 1976 

Darden and Haney^ IS-TS). Other studies have discredited this 
hypothesis (Taeuber and Taeuber, 19^ 1968; Darden, 

1973; Farley^ 1977). Some scholars have criticized the ecological 
perspective for overemphasizing ethnic segtegation as a functiqp of 

. ■ ■ " ' , ' ' _i _ ' ' ' ' ' 

socipeSopomic factors (Kantrbwitz^ 19731 Massey^ 1979) . ; Social class 
differences, when controlled » have yielded reduced levels of segre- 
gation only at the upper socioeconomic strata, they maintain^ and hot 
; at all status Categories. * ' ' ^ 

From bur field investigation we found^that residential segregation 
■ .was nbt the usual pattern among Arab Americans^ Rather tlvan concen- 
trating in recognizable^ tightly-knit ethnic subcbmmities near the 
city^s core, they tended to settle in loose clusters in many neighbor- 
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- hoods near the peripliery cff-.the isity.- Others; lived in ad j anient extirbs 
• near the location of industrial.j61?s^ t tie fbtind in Hawthorne ; Fair 

— * , ' ~ 7T~' '■ '"t ' ' ' '. — ~ ' 

1, Lawn, Elmwddd Parfc^ South Patersoni ciiftSt'i and Passaic (see Figure j) 
This recent y^foM 6^ iiinigrant residential patterning has been found in 
Other cities (Agocs, J98j j Aiwad, 1974)^- Because the ethnic cbmiminity 
/still exists ai^an interactional father than territorial entity,- it rs 
in essence a •dispersed village" ( 1973:136). 
^ - j ^ Data and Methodology ^ ' ' 

In addition to the. field investigation, data for this papej was * 
bbtained from„ the Population and Housing Sximmary File 1-A (U.S. 

Bureau of the Census, 1 1981). the data consisted of 1) the number of 
whites and blacks by census tracts, from which the niimTjer of Arabs' t 
identified through the field inves^gatidn were extrabted^ and 2) the 
median housing value and rent by census tracts. Th^se cen^jiOracts in 
communities we had located Arab American f^iii^s were' the only ones 
included in this study. C?^^ ' 

- ' Arab Americans were identified as first or second gerief at ibh 
Syrians, Lebanese, eircassians, Palestinians and Jprdahiah^. Excluded 
were Armenians, Iranians , and Egyptians (the latter defined as an 
Afro-Mediterranean people). For purposes of this paper, only those 
Arab families identified as living at that residence at the time of 
the 1980 dehsus were included r , ' 

The method utilized to measure the degree of racial segregation^ 
defined as the overall unevenness in the spatial distributibh of two" 
^ racial/ethnic groups, is the index of dissimilarity. This index is-"-- 
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cbtis idered the standard measure of residential segregatibri arid is^ 
^ widely used (Massey, 1981:313)* It is stated as , 



' _ ■ ■ V,:--. :.-'k.\'-' V^''' ■ ■ . ■ 

D =100 F = E 1 ^i'- fi - 

Where the percentage of a community's Arab American population » 

living in a given census tract; - ' 
= the percentage of the community's whi^te or black pbpulatibri 
living in the same census tract j . ' ■ . . 

D = the ihde^Nbf dissimilarity^ or one/half the sum of the : 
absblut^ differences (positive and negative) between thfe 
percentage distributions of the Arab Americans and whites or 



blacks in the communities (Darden and Tabachneck, 1980) . 
index values range on a continuum from "0'r(np segregation) to 
"100" (total segregatibri). This iridex value identifies what ^ 
percentage of either grbup beirig compared would have to r^bcate 
elsewhere tb establish arieverily balanced spatial distributibn bf 
bbth groups Vithiri that* coiTOUriityv 

An important related consideratiori is the impact of housing 
costs upon residential segregation. Since we fdund economic 
differs ity aniorig dur sample, it was impbtfeaht tb identify the extent 
• bf this assbciatipri bf cbst arid loc at ion iri creating the dispersed 
village. Utilizing the percentage distribution of Arab Americans i 
— ■ and median^^5e>u:si.rig*:^,value pr .rerit ; iri the census tracts studied ^ we 

■ . . % computed Pearson correlation coefficients to determine what 

relationship,, if any, existed between these two variables . , j 



♦ . i 



>^ - ,5'- :{ ^;- : ■ • Finciings 

• ■. ' ' ■ ■ ■ * ' • - .y .■ ■ . 

Arab Amerxcarr Se^gregatloii in the Patersbn Hetropglitari iftreav > 



bixr field investigation had turned". interesting facts. 

* ;Mbst Arab itmnigr ant f^ilies lived in working^ 

^.either at the city's edge dt in one of the adjoining exurbs or ^s^ 
cities <Prbspect Park^ Haledbrii Qlif^ "in these areas a 

few families 'may live fairly close to one another > but then one has • 
to journey several bioclcs to fiSd the next, small grouping. Nevertheless 
our ihfcerviews' had revealed a shared sense of coSnuhity and fi^qufent . 
interaet'ion patterns. Ethnic solidarity existed through a cosmopolitan ; - 
network ^i^airfcained through commuAicatlon and life cycle rituals, 
hbmel^ad 'C(^^^^^ political activism^ or limited §ocial sitilations o 

- (school r work, nearby families) . ; . ^ 

' A lesser nu^b^r of first^generation Arab Aferitatis^ mos ; 
Lebanese, were middle* class and ixyed in;,hearby suburbs (Nor th^Hale^^ 
W|st Patersbn,'':;Littie FallV) .^ Also I'ivxngriri these ^ ^u^ : 
secbnd generacidri Arab Americans of . middle clasi slatu^. 

* r30 . 2' percent Qf the 5^973 Arab immigraiiits living in the JPatersbn 
metropolitan area are Orthodox a^d fche|r nearest church is in Li$tl6f;;. 

'Falls,- while 25 i'4 percent vareftelfcit^ Cat^holics^ rteare^t 



church is iti W^-st ^atetto^fi. Gurious'iy^ a' very smaU percentage bf ; : ,* 
Atab Meric^nS tl^'ih eithSr of^hese communitS^s .-V So^:^;evetv though,- : v ' 
tfiey may live* in Eaters on or an ^xurb; we found most people of these 
^: • Eaiths journey to tfre ^Sb.urb Sd att^Tjd worship ^^ervicea. This is yet,; ' 

j^i. iftetwbrk^. / * -i: ' / 



-another ;i^icatot o| the interactional ftetwork. 

1^^^^ of "the city of Peterson had ^pt:h ^ihef. .v; ■ 

• - ■•■ ; ■; . ■, --o'-" ■ „ ' , • • ' ' \ ' • - <:■■ <' ' "' . ■ ■ ■ " 



> ^ / ■ Table J 

^ . 1980 Cen sus Counts 
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Persons by Racevin Selected Census Tracts 



' Area Name 


■ ■ ■ . ' 
Total Population 


Hhite 


Black 


Clifton V 


■ 74,388 , 


72,^70 


360 


Hale don 


•6,607 . 

i 




_ _ 1 ' 

95 


Hawthorne 


' 18,200 


. ,_. _.J . ' 

18,Q71 ; 


vr 10 


Little Falls 


; U ,496 -if-: ■ ■. 


11,288 


50: 


North fialedon • 


8,177 


7,931 


183 

i .... 


Passaic 


52,463 


62,210 ; 

, . . .' ' » 


10,364- 


Patersbh 


137,970 


70,203 


47,061 


Prospect Park 


^,142 ; 


' • 4, '9 1-6 


46 


West Paterson 


ii]*^93 ;:i 


n,p72 • ^ 





) 



.5 ;^ 



greatest nambef of. Arab Americans (2^443) 'and the gieate^t perbe 
( id; 13) . : The Siilcfes^ sectibh d£ Paterson had thi s^i^- fe^r^ 
(0,81) » but the" smallest Absolute mmber was in LiLLle Falls (192). 
While, we could determine' that more Arab Americans tended to live ii? : : 
the southern and northern edges of Pa^ well Is in Mdljoin^^^ 

Prospect Park, Haledon, Clifton, and Passaic— the -employinent oi the _ 
index of dissimilarity provided Us with comparative inf orm^ti'oh bh v 
their residential segregati^. " • " ■ 

Among all the census tracts examined, the mean level of seg*e^ 
.gat ion between Arab Americans and whites was 25.0 percent. The level 
of segregation ranged f torn a higfr of 38 .6 percent in Eas^aiq to a low , 
of 15.5 percent in LittVe Falls O^ee Table 2). As a small city : V 
(pop. 52,463), Passaic has Very distinct ^polish and Hispanic <ieighbor- 
hoods, -which probably generate this higher degree of residential . 
segregat ion for Arab .Americans . Similar ly, PatersOn has large Italian, 
Jewish, and Hispanic neighiiorhoods whicfi would explain its higher 49.6 
percentage level "of segregation overall. This last finding points out 
/ that, although Arab Americans are more greatly segregated in the city 
as a whole (particularly ,the North Ward and. South Paterson) , they a,re 
i less segregated within those specific areas than other whites. This 
finding supports the fi^ld investigation of identifying a residential 
pattern of loose clustering.. The low level of residential segregation . 
in Little Falls and West Paterson 'suggests the usual pattern of- random 
. home selection in middle class, non-ethnic suburbia. 
V The Arab/Black level of segregation ranged !rom a low of 37.3 ■ 

■ percent in the North Ward to a high of 67.9 ^percent in the Hillcrest ' 
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Arab .American PdpilUtioh: and' Segregation: 
iii: Selected Census Tracts of Patersori Metropdlita^^^ 



Arab 



Percent of 



"Census fraiit. 


Population 


Arab V. White Ethn 


ic : : ^ / Arab v.;iiack .^^^^ 


.• Total Population: 


■■Paterson (includes areas . 
' dn addition, to Below) . 

0,'. ■ - . .^i '. -. • • ' 




/ ., . (49,6) 






%prth Ward . / ; ' 
Jouthrlaterspn ■ 'i- 






: ' ' J7.J''r';v','\ 

; .■44,1 ^' 


;:'v:,,^;?m^^ 
. 10.13 


^Eastside. ' ; : 




':' ■ 29,2. '::}.'' 


. : ■ ;^ 66.o . ■ 




■- . iaillcrest ■ : 


■ 207' ; 


17.4 

♦ 




■ oii ; 


elifton. - i .,; : I . . 




■ ' \ ':34'4 . , 


82.4 ■ 


• 1.35 " . 


Haledon , 


/ 257 


■, . r;. 3e,6 ;■ 


. : .54.3 ■ , • 


3.89 


tittle Falls ''[, ■■ ■ ' 


: ■ 192 ■ 


■■ ^' 15.5;' 


58.0 


■ • 1.67 


North- paledon ■ 


; . 369^ 


■ 19i9:; 


■ ' 81.5 ,;. 


4.51 ■ 


Passaic ■ ^ ' ■ ;i 


.\ .1,825 


" \ 38.6 ■ 


; . . i8,6 


3.48 • : 


Prospect Park 


281 


■ '31..3 ■ -r ' 




.,'5.46.. 


West' Paterson 


. / 194 :: 


■17.8;':^'.' 


79,2'- 


•■;■'/.. ■■.1.72 "■;'■:■.■■■ 



Source; Computed by the .author froi fieM investigatiort and from B,S. Bureau of the 
■ ; : • Census,' P o pulation and Housing Summ a ry Tape- hAl ' 1981, ' ■ 

:■■'■- ■ ■ ' . ..-.v,:' ^. :.■■■■:.':' ■ ^ 
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sectibh of Pater son, arid an overall High of 82.4 percent in Clifton i . 
Here the pattern of racial segregatibh Helps explain the firidirigs. This 
North Ward is a stable^ racially mixed neighborhood whereas the Hillcrest 
section has remained a mostly ait-white residential area. Clifton, a"^ 
small, almost, suburban type cityj72,670, has a total black population 

• of-^o^l-y 36Q.,^ ..SimjLl,arly^. i5oT;tb.:l^^^ (popi 177) .apd West Patersbn 

(pop. 11^293) have extremely fewi black reiidents, only 183 and 41 

v^respeetively (see Tafile 1) . . . ; - \ ' ' ■ v; 

- -With wide fluctuations, the mean Arab/Black dissimilarity, irid^x was 

6 1 .0 percent • Although this cle.arly. reveals a fairly high racial 

" " ■ ■ ' ' ' ' ■■■.'2 -■ 

segregation le.vel, it is apparently not due to Arab American prejudice, 

but rather larger societal patterns. Our field interviews unveiled no 

discernible evidence of racial bias or tensiort. Iri fact, racial 

compositibh of the neighbbrhbbd did ribt appear to be a factor in choice 

of residence or desire to relocate. Nb interracial tensions or conflicts 

were reported^ and we found a common assumption among Arab Americans 

that those who lived where they did — white or black-—were considered 

respectable pisDple. Coining frOm a part of the world steeped in 

religious rather than racial prejudices, Arab Americans appear to' be 

uncbncerried about racial differences in this more secular society. 

Tha^elatioriship of Hbiising Cbst to Arab An^ricah Resident ialV Segregation 

Arab Americans are more cbricentrated (thbugh paradoxically in . . 

loose clusters) within some ccSuniti^s in the Pat^rsoft metropolitan^ ■ 

area than in others. Because cost of housing heavily infltaterides 



choice of residential location and those housing costs vary from one 
tieighbci^l^d or cbmmunity to another, wais econotnics a determinant of 
Arab American resident ial. pat terriirig? A" prdjsabie caUsal relati 



between ^busing costs (rents or home values) and Arab American 
settlement could be assumed If a .disproportionate number clustered in 

iow--valued or low-rental areasv Such a link could not be assumed if 

■ ' Y^- ' ■■■ - - ' " ; ■ ■■■ . • ••• ^ \ - 

nd^ sttbng re * 

;/ bur method of . afts'^^^^^ ' : 

Pearson- cbrrelatibri cbefficiehts betwe the percentage distribution 

bf Arab Americans and median hbusirig value arid rent for all census 

tracts examined i We found a negative relationship in all but one 

cbmmutiitjr between the distribution of Arab Americans and the median 

value of the Housing;. The relationship was positive only in the 

Eastside section of Patersdri where the cdrrelatidn was +.09. Weak 

negative relationships existed in the Hillcrest section^ Prdspect 

Park^ Haledbn^ Cliftbn^ and Passaic. Very- weak relat ibriships ■ v : 

occurred in th^ North Ward, South Patersori, North Haledbri, : Little 

Falls, and West Patersbn (see Table 3). The relationMhipsi are 

significant in ail communities except the Eastside sectiorii 

bur field investigation turned up the probable explanation for 

the Eastside section showing a rather we'ak positive association between 

,residehce and housing cost. That area cbmprises three distinct 

ecblbglcal zones. : Nearest tp- the city*s central business^ district ^ 

situated between an elevated railroad «lirie and agwide ; tho&ughf are 

liison Avenue) ^ is one of the older residential neighborhoods i 



-io- . 



This almost all-^lack tie ighbbrhbbd is a low rent area of substandard and/ 
or deteriorating housing i Next to it is a zone in transition, 
some of it racially mixed ^nd ^ome of it mostly white. Some large 
Vic|:briah hdm^s on Broadway have been converted into multiple family 
dwellirigij often with a cdntinercial establishment on the first floor. 
On the eastei|pinost end of this spreading Urban blight live a 
substantial nuinber of Circassians and other Arabic--speaking pepples. 
The third area is beyond this and known as Manor rfill^ its' name 
correctly connoting its typoiogy i targe homes and mans ions— includ irig- 
the residence of the Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of ^ 
Paters6n----are located on this large hillside, near carefuiiy groomed 
Eastside Park. Housing values in the Eastside section range from the 
very low to the very hxgh; Most Arab Mericahs reside in the middle 



range housing in this area; > 

The correlation coefficients betweeh^the distribution of Arab 
Americans and median housing re'nt indicated weaker negative relationships 

than those f or owner^occupied housing value. Again, the only positive 

i ■ < ■ * 

correlation occurred in the Eastside section, though at +.11 percent it 
was neither strong nor significant. The reVatidnships were weak in 
Haledon and Passaic, and very weak in all the others (see Table 3). 
The weakest negative relationship existed in ^orth Haledon, ^rid the 
relationships 'were. significant in South Patersoh, Prospect Park^ 
Haledon^ Little Falls, West faterson, and Passaici 



'■<■:} 



ebfrelat ion . Spef f icaent^ .^Be twg eri Percent '?^r al? fimetican:' 
and Medi^^ l&osing Valu^ 
i." -.^ in Sele<sted Census Tracts * ; : 



" Census Tracts' 


Median Value 


* 'Vf 

■ ; --4 ■ 


Median Jlent- 

. . "J ■ 


■ XT 

■ S. ■ ' 


■ • • ". ' ■ 


Pateirsbh ? V 












; - - .. ■ North Ward 




382 

<? ■•* ^ ' ^ 


■-.;16- ■ ■ ■■ .' 






South Paters on 




477 




485, 


■ . ■ 4» •"■.■»'- 


Eistside* 


'" i' ^ ■* 


182 


1 . ^ ^ 


too 

189 . 




Hillcrest ' 


■ ■■ , ; , -.36* ■ 


"so' ». 




■ 52 ■•" 

- • • - * 


■ ■ ■ -^^ V ■ 


Clifton 




: 239 




242 ". 




> Haledon 


■ - ..-i45*. . - ; 


57 •: 


. : ::^.-37* . 


. 70 •- . 


t * : ^ 


" ; :;. tittle tSlis 


■ V' -.19**: . 


':58-- 


■ -.22** : 

.■>. . ■ ' ■ <a- 

'--08 ' ■ ... 


58 . . '\. ■ 


• ■ 


North Haledon, , 


•-."28* . . 


•95 


V 95 - • 




Passaic 


-.4b**". 


416 


.-.39* 'r 






Prospect Pkrk 




63 


i -.26**°, 


. 74 • .- 




-- — 9. -. ■• ■ 

West Pater son ' 


_ '1.23** • 


. . -^7 ■ ■ 


■•^';'^.28**' 


47 " 






to - ■ 

<i . - : ■ . ■ ■ ■ 


V- 


, -v'' - ' .-5- 
: V ■ ■ ' ^ ■■ . I. 

. -...-.'■<» .■ ■- > ■ . - ■■ 


I ■ . ■ ". " 





V * S ignif icant at , the ,,01 level 
** Significant at the i05 level 
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Summary and Disisussiori ^ ^ 

This paper is a fdlVow-thrdugh study of a field research project . 

conducted last year. Through the index of dissimilar*ity arid cbmputatioh 

: ' ■•. -. • ■-- ■ ' • ■ ■ ■■■■ . '■ .'. 

of Pearson correlation coefficients, we have determined the extent of ' 

Arab American residential segregation iS the Pitersbn metropolitan 

region and assessed the exterit to /which th^ of ' ' 

Arab Amer^can^ between census tracts is tql^^ed to the ;s|)atiai viriitibh; 

.-■in the:'cost' <yl "y'*^'"'- ■ ' ' ''v^. -y-v' \- : '-r':-'^^ 

We fduhd that although Ara^ Aittericai|s ^gi^d' to reside certain 

areas of the city or its adjacent cbiiiinunities':, th^ settle in loose 

clusters father than in moire concentrated territories as, former 

European iSEigr ants or Hispanics today* Arab American residential 

segregation therefore has not reached the high levels that characterize 

blaclc-white segregatidn or typical hat ive-immigraht segregation* 

Neither-, are American segregation highly 'related to ? 

the iCbst of hpusirig^ suggesting that economic income Is nbt the key 

to 'selecting :|)lace of r Rather^ other social proceSses, ^ . 

including' chain migration ^nd proximity to work, are contributing 

var'iablfes; o ; ' 

. - • . ^ ■ . - ■ - . ■ ' . 

The results of this analysis suggests the fdlldwitig: \ 
f . l i ' Arab Americans maintain ari interact ibhal ethnic cbmmuriity 

rather than a tightly-knit territorial community.. 
; 2. Residential segregation between Arab American^ and whites 

in the Paterson metropolitan region averaged 26.6 percent 

^ ■. -_ _ • , . ^ - __ ' * ; 

in ^986i The level of segregation ranged from a hi^ of 

34.4, percent in Gliftdn td a low df jS.S percent in Little Falls . 



S. Ar^ i&erxcans are less segregated from whites (26 iQ) than 
from blacks (61^0). However^ tfiis pattern reflected larger ; 
societal behavior patterns and not any apparent Arab raqiai < 
bias. ■ ■ ..■ ■'. ' •.. - ■■■.'i^: . . \- 

4.. ' The^^^g^^egate^ d is tr ibut ion pattern of Arab Amer icahs < is not ^ • 
strongly related to the 'cost of hous ing . However^ midcile class ; 



■ % -''y';^:- ^ ? Arab AmericaSs^ like native--bof^ Americans ^ are 

' /■ more likely to live outside the city than lower or workingv / ^ 

. clasis Arab Americans, . / 

Future research on the* residential segregation^ of Arab Americans 
should CKamirie if this pattern cbhtihues with the cbritii(ual arrival of 
new immigrants and the role ethnicity plays in the segregation process. 
Another potentially interesting concern in the racially mixed 

neighborhoods is whether an increase in eitlier the black or the Arab 

/.■___.../. ' . ■ . . ■ _ . . 1 _ . . _ _ _ . _ 

population causes any changes in perceptions or reactions. Also, if 

more Arab Americans achieve upward mobility ^nd move i^r their • ^ f 

. churches in Little Falls or West Patersbh, what 'HOgSct: will that 

increased ethnic visibility in those fai\ly hbh-^ethhic suburbs have? . 

As relatively recent immigrants, the full measure' of Arab American 

. ^ reiidential patterning has yet to be cfetermined^ but .these are the 

present indications. ' „ * 
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